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Late June 2006 - Muncaster Castle Unmasked 
 
The weekend of 16th.and 17th. June saw a flurry of activity for architectural heritage volunteers at 
two events at Muncaster Castle. This followed on from a practical archaeological workshop on 
the Castle front lawns the Sunday before, when 12 locals (young and old!) were trained in basic 
archaeological surveying techniques by Al Oswald and Abby Hunt of English Heritage.  
 

 
 
On the Friday evening a well-filled open meeting in the Old Laundry heard Ian Goodall and 
Simon Taylor from English Heritage present a detailed and well-illustrated description of the 
development of Muncaster from a medieval ñsolar towerò to the extensive structure that stands 
there today. Alex Chatburn, on behalf of the archive researching volunteers, presented a 
fascinating insight into late 18th century life at Muncaster by using excerpts from the newly 
rediscovered diaries of John, 1st Lord Muncaster. The talks presented a summary of the work 
completed in the Muncaster Local Heritage Initiative project so far. 
Participants were particularly interested in descriptions of the service quarters which are not 
open to public display and by the detailed plans of the present day building showing where 
developments had taken place and explaining some of the anomalies such as fireplaces that 
are not central on the bedroom walls. There was lively discussion over the refreshment break as 
speakers and heritage volunteers mingled with other guests. 

 
 
On Saturday 17th June a special one day workshop was held to look at the wider archaeological 
heritage of the village of Ravenglass. An illustrated introductory presentation was given by Dr 
Adam Menuge of English Heritage before participants walked up to St. Michaelôs Church to 
examine the visual architectural legacy and an interesting churchyard memorial relating to some 
of the architectural restoration performed at Muncaster in the mid 19th century. 

 
 

 



 
 
A generous lunch was provided for the group by the Muncaster Local Heritage Initiative to fortify 
them for a walk around Ravenglass village in the afternoon to look at the outside structures of a 
number of architecturally significant properties in Main Street. The group was also kindly invited 
to enter one of the most ancient and two more recent houses to see how the buildings and 
vernacular architectural styles had developed over the centuries. The day showed how much 
could be learnt from merely using our own eyes to observe the shape and structure of a 
building, and provided a fascinating insight to the changing society and building needs of the 
village over a period of time. 
 

 
Volunteers exploring old buildings in Ravenglass 
 
The research work, both by the English Heritage experts and some volunteers is continuing 
behind the scenes. There will be a further open public meeting held at Muncaster probably on a 
Saturday sometime in the autumn ï date & time to be confirmed. For further information see 
www.muncaster.co.uk or call 01229 717614. 
Nigel Entwistle  
LHI co-ordinator 

 

 

http://www.muncater.co.uk/


May 06 - Local Heritage in the Landscape 

 
A group of twenty or so local volunteers who set out in an exercise to ñRead the 
Landscapeñ on Sunday 7th. May  ended up debating the possible origins of several 
mounds and depressions near Newton Knott above Ravenglass. The group took part in 
an archaeological walk lead by Al Oswald a landscape archaeologist from English 
Heritage from Muncaster church down to Ravenglass  which, despite a heavy  ñshowerò 
of rain, was most enjoyable. 

 
 

Local Heritage volunteers with Al Oswald at Muncaster church 
 
The volunteers started by looking at Muncaster church as the centre of the medieval 
settlement and mused on the creation of the mound surrounding the centuries-old Yew 
tree standing in the churchyard. We considered the configuration of old routes in the 
vicinity and followed the ancient road from the church down towards the junction outside 
the castle, taking note of how subsequent structures had modified this old  route and 
how divergence nearby to cross the River Esk at two or more points could be related to 
the well-known tales of Tom Fool misdirecting unwary travellers. 
 

 
Volunteers examine the evidence for the medieval village centre 


